






















Joshua Meribole– Sports Editor
In recent years, cybersecurity has been finding 
itself in the national news coverage, from the 
hack in Sony to the recent hack of Equifax. 
The hacking, however does not remain just 
within Equifax or other businesses; government 
institutions such as the National Security 
Agency (NSA) have suffered as well. 
So, what can the public do to better protect 
themselves from these threats as well as 
understand them? Dordt faculty and staff 
members Nick Breems and Doug Tinklenberg 
weighed in when questioned.
“The more of our lives that are stored in the 
computer, the more hackers can disrupt that part 
of our life,” says Computer Science professor 
Nick Breems.
In recent news, the hack against Equifax 
compromised the information of 143 million 
Americans, about 44 percent of America’s 
total population of 325 million. According to 
Equifaxsecurity2017.com, the company knew 
of the possible vulnerability to their security as 
was alerted to them 2 months before the hack 
took place (the attack occurred May 13-July 30). 
However, details regarding Equifax’s response 
to the vulnerability are still being investigated.
The stolen information, as detailed in the 
Equifax security report, included: “primarily 
Equifax breach threatens social security 
names, Social Security numbers, birthdates, 
addresses and, in some instances, driver’s 
license numbers.”
Why is this a big deal?
When someone has access to your Social 
Security number, they have access to the 
many functions of your social security. They 
could open credit cards in your name and 
not pay, which can damage your credit score. 
Furthermore, they could steal your tax benefits 
and returns. The real danger is that your identity 
is stolen, and anyone who has access to it can 
do as they see fit. However, it is possible to get 
help with stolen identities from sites such as 
identitytheft.gov. 
“The fundamental problem, as far as I can 
tell—this is my theoretical Computer Science 
hat—is that we treat the social security number 
as both a username and password,” Breems 
said. He believes there should be a regulatory 
reform, so that banks would not be able to use 
Social Security numbers as passwords to prove 
you are who you say you are. 
“There is no such thing as an impenetrable 
wall; that is true in physical and virtual 
reality.,” Breems said. “Even in virtual reality, a 
sufficiently determined attacker can always find 
a way to get in.”
Doug Tinklenberg, who works for Computer 
Services, says that often programs are run by 
Evangeline Colarossi – Staff Writers
A foggy and soggy morning couldn’t diminish 
the excited spirits of Noelle, an animated 
eleven-year-old with Down syndrome. She 
tediously zipped up her jacket, tied, retied, and 
re-retied her hot pink sneakers. Now she only 
had to wait. This was her day.
Saturday, October 6th, the people of Sioux 
City held a festive Buddy Walk to celebrate 
the joys of having an extra chromosome. 
Buddy Walks are the National Down Syndrome 
Society’s way of raising awareness of Down 
syndrome throughout the month of October. 
The first Buddy Walk took place in 1995 and 
are now held all over the world.
The event came to a roaring beginning with 
the entire crowd singing “The Y.M.C.A.” 
Smiles stretched across almost everyone’s faces 
Buddy Walk creates awareness and bonding opportunities
as the kids made up their own dances and the 
adults stuck to hand motions. The Sioux Center 
Boy Scout troop marched the flag to the front of 
the crowd for the national anthem.
Trey Poppema, a young man with Down 
syndrome, sang the “Star Spangled Banner.” 
With a slightly wavering voice, Poppema stood 
his ground and individuals from the crowd 
chimed in. Then, the sea of black, blue, and 
purple T-shirts marched outside to start what 
they came there for. 
Originally planned to be outside in Sioux 
Center Central Park, organizers relocated the 
Buddy Walk to the Dordt College Rec Center 
due to weather issues. Despite the cloudy sky 
and drizzly morning, the turnout was a large 
one. Five hundred sixty-four walkers registered, 
many bringing along younger, unregistered 
children to participate.
The planned route was approximately one 
mile long. Although not very far, it was long 
enough to raise awareness and elevate heart 
rate, but not enough to tire the participants out 
for the upcoming events. Local police held up 
traffic as the line of walkers stretched over the 
block. Kids jumped over puddles while parents 
grabbed for their children’s hands. The walkers 
marched past Hardee’s, across a gas station, and 
down several blocks of houses before turning 
back towards the college Kids burst with even 
more energy for the home stretch, knowing the 
activities that waited for them.
Everyone returned to the Rec Center after 
the walk to have lunch and let the kids run 
wild. Squeals of laughter were heard as the 
kids bounced in inflatables, popped balloon 
animals, and rode on a tractor train. The adults 
participated in the fun as well, when the ‘In 
the Moment Photo Booth’ opened up. People 
squeezed into the booth to get a picture to 
commemorate the event, donning funny hats, 
glasses, and feather boas.
Hours later, when the energy had died down 
and the kids were exhausted, parents hauled 
more than they came with to the car. Balloons 
floating overhead and shoes dragging on the 
ground, everyone’s tired eyes still held a gleam 
of a smile.
 “It was great fun!” One participant said. 
“I felt like for one day you don’t think about 
how other people look at [individuals with 
Down syndrome] different. It felt like a big 
celebration. My heart is full of joy.”
The first Sioux Center Buddy Walk took place 
in October of 2001, and the Tri-State Down 
Syndrome Network hosts one every 3 years. 
The other two years, Buddy Walks can be 
located in Cedar Falls, Fort Dodge, and Mason 
City, Iowa. Participants come from as far as 
Minnesota, South Dakota, and Iowa.
Renita Maassen, co-coordinator of the Sioux 
Center Buddy Walks believes that these walks 
are “a great opportunity to be together as 
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hackers to “sniff ports” so that if a vulnerability 
is found, those vulnerabilities and the 
information they protect can be exploited. 
In regards to putting your information online, 
Breems says that when considering putting 
information online, there are benefits; however, 
we must ask ourselves the important questions.
“Do the benefits of online banking, of 
Facebook, of Flickr, outweigh the risk?”
So, how does Dordt deal with cybersecurity 
threats, and what can students do to prevent 
being hacked or having their information 
stolen? 
For example, Dordt College has its students’ 
Social Security numbers, their financial 
information and other personal information; so, 
how are we protected? 
Dordt has three different protections: firewall, 
encryption and deciphering. The firewall helps 
limit the traffic that comes into work, all our 
internet traffic is encrypted and an antivirus 
program is installed into every Dordt computer 
to protect against malicious software. Dordt’s 
use of Microsoft Office 365 also limits phishing 
mails that may send ransomware.  
“We do our best,” Tinklenberg said. “We 
don’t have a lot of money and resources at our 
disposal.”
In terms of security, however, the responsibility 
lies with everyone. 
“Most hacking is caused by human error,” 
Tinklenberg said.
It falls to the personal responsibility of users 
and students in terms of being careful which 
sites they visit, as well as knowing whether 
emails that they receive are real or fake. 
Tinklenberg warns that we should be mindful 
when using free WIFI of saving passwords and 
doing online banking. And, in terms of phishing 
and scam email, when we are not sure if an 
email is legitimate, we can and should go to 
Computer Services to find out before opening 
it ourselves. 
If students want to know more about the 
Equifax breach and the possible risk to their 
own online accounts and credit, these sites can 
be of help: 






families and friends, and it is an opportunity 
to share what Down syndrome is with the 
community.”
Maassen became involved with the Buddy 
Walk through Lauri Poppema, who had attended 
a Buddy Walk in Sioux Falls. Poppema wanted 
to host a walk in Sioux Center, and through the 
work of three moms, the Sioux Center Buddy 
Walk was formed.
Besides raising awareness throughout the 
local community, Buddy Walks also create 
opportunities for families affected by Down 
syndrome to connect with one another. The 
goal at the end of the day was just as the 
National Down Syndrome Society intended. 
“It’s not about celebrating disabilities, it’s about 
celebrating abilities.”
If you would like to learn more about Down 
syndrome or how to be involved, go to www.
ndss.org or contact the Tri-State Down 
Syndrome Network on Facebook.
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Cory Van Gilst – Staff Writer
When the Wall Street Journal released its 
2017 rankings for the nation’s colleges and 
universities a few weeks ago, Dordt College 
found itself listed first for most engaging 
college. This is the second consecutive year 
Dordt has been ranked number one nationally 
in engagement, having been listed first in the 
inaugural rankings last fall. Upon hearing the 
news, many students and members of Dordt’s 
community had thoughts on what the ranking 
means to them and how it impacts their role at 
the college.
“It means that for three and a half years I 
attended a college that cares about me as a 
student,” said Nathan Spaans, a recent graduate 
and current admissions counselor. “Now I 
get the opportunity to bring kids into that 
environment to experience it [for] themselves.”
Some students see the engagement both inside 
and outside of the classroom as well.
“It goes beyond the classroom – professors are 
welcoming outside [of] the classroom, and even 
the community makes Dordt feel like home,” 
said Rachel Ver Meer, a junior nursing major.
Since 2016, the Wall Street Journal has 
paired with Times Higher Education to rank 
U.S. colleges in various categories including 
diversity, inspiration and emphasis placed on 
internships. Students’ engagement is measured 
by the amount of academic offerings provided 
to students and how challenged they feel in the 
classroom. In addition, the Wall Street Journal 
looks at how students’ professors and peers 
Dordt engages with Engagement rankings
Tess Hemmila and Ashley Huizinga– Staff Writers
What is the key to life?
If you were to ask Jay Kahl, you’d receive an 
answer immediately: “Resilience.”
Kahl, who was born intersexed (that is, with 
DNA 75% male and 25% female), graced 
the campus with his presence last Tuesday 
afternoon, Oct. 10, at the invitation of Prof. Tara 
Boer of the Sociology/Social Work department. 
Before a standing-room only crowd of 
Diversity and Inequality students, as well as 
a smattering of Psych majors, Social Work 
majors and others, Kahl spoke about his 
childhood and his experience with abuse at 
the hands of multiple male figures in his life. 
As a result of the abuse, Kahl, who grew up 
“thinking like a male but raised as a female,” 
developed dissociative identity disorder (DID), 
PTSD, Anxiety Disorder, social anxiety and 
clinical depression from a young age. 
“I told no one from age 8 to age 45,” Kahl 
said. “There are no words. The ones who are 
supposed to protect and love you are the ones 
hurting you. It rewires your brain to ‘love is 
for survival.’ It should make you sick to your 
stomach just to think about that happening.”
In a bright pink shirt with orange letters that 
read “Equal rights for others does not mean 
fewer rights for you - it’s not pie,” Kahl spoke 
about growing up in Northwest Iowa, attending 
a conservative non-denominational church, and 
earning a Bachelors of Divinity from a 2-year 
Bible college. He talked about where opinions 
come from (home life and experiences), and 
where perceptions originate (if you’ve been 
attending Dordt for at least two years, you 
should read “perceptions” as “worldviews”).
 “What stuck out to me was hearing the 
stories about his father abusing him; they are 
awful,” senior Siri Johnson said. “It’s amazing 
to me that he’s coped with it by creating all of 
his personalities. It’s amazing how complex the 
human mind is and how it copes and reacts to 
Tara Boer makes good call 
bringing in Jay KahlTess Hemmila and Jenna Stephens – Staff Writers
They woke up to someone banging on the 
door at 2 a.m. “You need to get out – there’s 
a fire!”
The family rushed outside to see the glow of 
a wildfire spreading toward their town. Smoke 
blurred the view – an eerie sight in the darkness 
of night.
“I remember seeing this halo. Our entire 
mountain was on fire. Fire – it was everywhere 
around us,” said Dordt junior Kaylin vanTol.
The fire took place in 2003 near her family’s 
home in Ramona, California.
After being told to evacuate, the vanTol family 
decided to wait it out in hopes of protecting 
their dairy from the flames. With five-gallon 
buckets of water ready near the hay, they stayed 
up all night every night of the weeklong fire to 
keep an eye on the farm. The cows had trimmed 
the property and left little brush to catch on fire, 
reducing the threat. Although the fire stayed 
away from their home and dairy barns, it did 
reach the far end of their 600-acre property.
Kaylin’s experience is all too relatable for 
some California residents currently facing 
deadly wildfires. Tearing through northern 
California, the fires are eating up the land and 
structures in their paths before then spitting 
them back out as black ash. The devastation 
started the night of Sunday, Oct. 8, around 10 
p.m. By Sunday, Oct. 15, one week after the 
blaze began, at least 40 deaths had been reported 
and many people were missing. Across the 
state, over 10,000 firefighters fought multiple 
wildfires, covering 220,000 acres. Authorities 
estimate that the flames destroyed over 5,000 
structures, including a Hilton hotel and a trailer-
park retirement community.
Flames race across the land, encouraged by 
dry conditions and a lack of humidity. North 
winds, also known as “diablo” or “devil” winds, 
add to the challenge for firefighters. October is 
typically the busiest month for wildfire fighting 
in California, so this blaze is right on schedule. 
As if fighting the fire is not enough work on its 
Cali fires demand evacuation
own, authorities imposed a sunset-to-sunrise 
curfew in some of the burned areas to prevent 
looting. The cause of the fire is still being 
investigated. Downed power lines may have 
contributed.
Chris Portman, a freshman from Murrieta, 
California, is the son of a firefighter. His father 
works for the Escondido Fire Department, but 
is fighting a fire about two hours north in the 
Anaheim Hills area. As a captain, he works on 
containing the fire and handling evacuations.
“The firefighters are getting about five hours 
of sleep every night,” Portman said. “They’re 
busy twenty-four seven.”
Other Dordt students said they have friends 
being dismissed from college classes due to the 
fires, and some are advised to stay indoors due 
to very poor air quality.
Firefighters continue to fight the blaze, and 
many residents remain displaced from their 
homes. Others have returned to find little more 
than ash.
“The second I hear there’s a fire, I immediately 
remember what happened,” vanTol said. “I 
know the uncertainty and I know how scary it 
is. I get nervous for them.”
trauma.”
Throughout the lecture, Kahl spent quite a 
bit of time discussing his experience with DID 
(previously known as multiple personality 
disorder). Before beginning, he wrote 19 names 
on the whiteboard behind him - each of which 
matched one of the personalities in his head. 
“Joni, J, JD,” Kahl read. “McKay, Becca, 
Steven, Faith, Barry, Cliff…”
Then, Kahl began a different list of names. 
“Connie, Mary, Dory… the kind of people 
who will do anything for you with no questions 
asked. These people save lives… And, you 
all [the audience] are important to me. It’s 
important that you’re here, that you realize not 
everything is black and white.”
Prof. Tara Boer explained the importance of 
having Kahl speak by saying, “I think because 
Jay was born intersex, it shows the complexity 
some people have. We can’t always put people in 
a box, it’s not all black and white… Having Jay 
on campus is a unique experience that always 
creates great dialogue with the students.”
Creating great dialogue is, as Kahl might have 
termed it, “fighting ‘stupid.’” 
“Want to know my definition for ‘stupid’?,” 
Kahl asked his audience. “Knowing better but 
choosing not to do the better way… There’s 
nothing wrong with ignorance (which is just 
‘lack of knowledge’). The bad part is to stay 
in that ignorance when you know there’s 
knowledge to be gained.”
Taylor believes that everything becoming 
focused on what Dordt truly is allows it to be 
so engaging for students. He also knows that 
many other colleges do not have those close 
relationships within the administration to allow 
for such growth.
Today, the man that was a part of that big step 
toward getting a centralized theme to Dordt 
College now sits in the office of President of 
the college. From there, President Hoekstra 
reiterated the importance of having a mission 
at Dordt that is at the heart of everything that 
happens on campus.
“The social events that happen here are not 
just social events, they are part of a larger 
Christian education,” Hoekstra said.
Hoekstra now sees how the campus has come 
together, how students are excited to learn in 
this environment. They are all “singing from the 
same page in the hymn book,” as he puts it. This 
is being reflected in the Wall Street Journal with 
the rankings. He, along with many members 
of the Dordt College administration, do not 
do what they do for the rankings and awards; 
they do what they do because they believe in 
creating something special at Dordt College. 
This is a central theme that has come up in 
every Diamond-administration discussion over 
Dordt and engagement. They appreciate the 
acknowledgement they receive for their efforts, 
but they do not hang their hats on it.
Taylor perhaps put it best when he said, “We 
are just trying to be faithful. Good things like 
this will come and they will go, but if we remain 
faithful to what God is asking us to do, that is 
how we will hear the ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant’ when the time comes.”
In the end, the Wall Street Journal’s rankings 
are a nice thing to be recognized for, but students 
and faculty know that there is much more to 
Dordt College than being on top of a list.
inspire them academically with opportunities 
to expound on the ideas brought up in the 
classroom with critical thinking. Out of over 
one thousand schools, Dordt leads the way in 
meeting these criteria.
“It’s always nice when someone else says 
something nice about you,” said Howard 
Wilson, Vice President and Chief Administrative 
Officer at Dordt. “Especially when it comes 
from a highly credible newspaper such as the 
Wall Street Journal.”
Overall, Wilson appreciates the recognition 
and uses it to influence prospective students 
and their parents when talking about attending 
Dordt.
Greg Van Dyke, Director of Admissions, takes 
the ranking as an affirmation that the college is 
achieving its goal as an institution.
“We are not here just because it’s a job, but 
because we believe in the mission of this place,” 
Van Dyke said. “We want to see Christian young 
people grow and be transformed when they are 
students here at Dordt.”
For the admissions team, the ranking does 
not define how they portray Dordt to a student, 
but rather reemphasizes what they are already 
trying to show.
When compared with other area colleges, 
Dordt students can see a difference when it 
comes to students feeling connected with their 
institution. One student immediately noticed 
the difference when she transferred in last year 
from South Dakota State University (SDSU). 
Rachel Donlin, a sophomore animal science 
major, recalled the large disparity in class sizes 
at her old school – often consisting of 200 or 
more students – and compared those to the 
smaller classes at Dordt.
“The professors here want you to take notes,” 
she said. “They know your name, and they 
are willing to work with you when you are 
struggling.”
Donlin is a commuter and was worried that she 
was going to feel left out from the community 
on campus. Fortunately for Donlin, she says the 
community of students itself is very engaging 
with one another compared to SDSU.
“Even on my way back to my house I feel a 
part of the community with everyone saying 
hello and having conversations with me,” 
Donlin said. “That didn’t happen at the larger 
university.”
Regardless of where they are at, then, students 
feel that Dordt’s culture reaches out to them.
This goal of wanting Dordt College to 
be more than an academic experience has 
been continuing since its founding in 1955. 
However, Dean of Students Robert Taylor said 
Dordt took a big step to where they are today 
roughly a decade ago when a few members of 
the administration addressed the need to have 
both the curricular and cocurricular aspects of 
Dordt be in unison with one another. At the 
time, Dordt was seeking a “seamless campus” 
in which both the curricular and cocurricular 
parts of the college would work hand-in-hand 
to produce kingdom citizens. Dr. Bethany 
Schuttinga, who was the Vice President of 
Student Services, and President Erik Hoekstra, 
who at the time was the acting provost, worked 
to bring this into reality. Taylor believes it was 
the relationship between these two that led to 
the engaging campus we have today.
“A lot of it was communication,” Taylor said. 
“Once the cocurricular was aligning with the 
four coordinates of Dordt, the trust between the 
two began to flourish.”
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Meagan Degraaf – Staff Writer
J.D. Scholten, a native Iowan running for 4th 
district representative seat, held his first Town 
Hall meeting last Tuesday on Dordt’s campus. 
Scholten is a Christian Democrat from Sioux 
City who believes strongly in change and 
renewal for immigration issues.
The meeting took place in the Ribbens 
Academic Center, in lecture hall 1144—but 
it was far from a lecture. Scholten’s goal was 
to continue discussion about immigration and 
DACA in a town with a growing immigrant 
population. 
“Economically and morally, passing 
comprehensive immigration reform needs to 
be a priority,” Scholten said, noting his history 
in law, which helped shape his dedication to 
protecting rights. 
DACA, which stands for Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, was enacted in 2012 to help 
children of immigrants attain the same rights as 
native-born American citizens. The program 
was rescinded this year by President Trump in 
an attempt to tighten restrictions for entering the 
country and thus improve the safety of the U.S.
This action led to public outcry from all 
parts of the country, as well as political parties. 
Some praised Trump for his desire to make a 
more secure country. Others shared stories of 
children saved from lives of poverty through 
opportunities like DACA. Now, without the 
program, children brought to the United States 
by their parents face the same consequences. 
“They are here… we told them that we would 
protect them,” said Scholten of the children 
Politically-charged Town Hall
affected by the recent DACA rescission. “We 
must fulfill our promise to these young people.”
Scholten’s commitment to “Iowa values” 
extends to those not born in the state or the 
country. On his campaign website, he shared a 
quote from Ronald Reagan: “…if there had to 
be city walls, the walls had doors and the doors 
were open to anyone with the will and the heart 
to get here.”
He spoke the same message of open doors at 
the town hall meeting, after a similar discussion 
at Town Square Coffee in Orange City just days 
earlier. 
While President Trump has remained firm in 
his decision, government leaders around the 
country are calling on congress to pass a bill 
against the president’s judgment. And Scholten 
hopes to work toward that if elected to congress.
While the Republican Party seems more 
prevalent on Dordt’s Christian campus, tides 
have shifted in recent years, if only slightly. 
Just a couple years ago, a new Dordt College 
Democrats club joined the ranks amongst the 
previously created and popularly attended 
Republicans club. 
Many students, now in their first years of 
voting, are beginning to want to hear multiple 
points of view before deciding their own beliefs. 
And in a small, mainly-Republican town in the 
corner of Iowa, that can be difficult. 
The political science department at Dordt has 
taken a special interest in ensuring students—
and other members of the Sioux County 
community—have the chance to be educated 
on the important issues in America from many 
perspectives. 
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 Several weeks ago, a female was out 
running in the afternoon for practice when she 
was allegedly chased by two assailants. This 
incident has been a cause of concern amongst 
Sioux Center residents.
 The female, a high school student, was 
running along East 1st Street past Dordt’s trail 
path. At approximately 5:30 p.m. on Sept. 6, the 
attackers jumped out and tried to grab her shirt.
“[She] was able to continue running and get 
away,” said Sioux Center Police Chief Paul 
Adkins in a Sioux Center News interview.
 After being reported to authorities the 
following day, the incident is under investigation 
and no names have been released. This case is 
considered an isolated incident. 
“Sioux Center is a safe community, but no 
community is perfect,” Adkins said. “Use good 
common sense. I’ve been here for a long time. I 
know Sioux Center is a good community.”
This brings up the question of how safe our 
community is at Dordt and what we can do as 
citizens of the community to protect ourselves. 
It appears that the best advice is to use common 
Use common sense in small 
towns, too
sense and sound judgment.
 In the meantime, rules are put in place for 
when incidents do occur. As students, it is our 
responsibility to know what is right and wrong 
by using good judgment and go to authorities 
when necessary. Dordt administration has 
contact with local emergency personnel for 
emergencies at any time.
 “We have precautions in place to insure 
the safety of students and faculty,” said Chief 
Administrative Officer Howard Wilson. “Just 
be prudent and wise about what you’re doing.”
 Sioux Center and Dordt are known for being 
safe, tight-knit communities. However, this does 
not mean that bad things never happen. Being 
respectful and being aware of your actions and 
surroundings are important everywhere; living 
in a small town does not mean the town is 
crime-free. Using the ability to understand and 
act accordingly in any situation is a necessary 
skill that is especially important for students.
 Things happen, but we can safely and 
respectfully know how to handle situations with 
understanding. It is not uncommon for things 
like abuse to go unnoticed and we need to be 
aware of when it happens and put a stop to it.
Evangeline Colarossi– Staff Writer
No, the giant yellow hand-shaped chair around 
campus is not just for lounging. 
Almost every student has seen Dordt’s yellow 
hand-shaped chair at some point, and most have 
also heard of the Career Development Center, 
widely known as the CDC. Something that 
few are aware of, however, is that the CDC 
is currently working on something new: The 
Handshake Program.
Since this summer, CDC employees have 
been configuring a new program and website 
to better provide Dordt’s sophomores, suniors, 
and Seniors with job opportunities. CDC is 
swapping out the old program—Symplicity—
for Handshake, a program that powers 
HireDefenders.com. Handshake went live for 
potential employers on Jul. 1, 2017, and students 
were able to start creating their accounts right 
before the fall semester.
What all does Handshake have to offer? When 
you create your student page, you will be given 
job suggestions, resume writing tips, interview 
practice questions, and information on how to 
use LinkedIn University. Handshake also offers 
Career Exploration questionnaires, helping you 
to find what you might enjoy and be the best fit 
to do in the workforce.
If you would rather get more information 
face-to-face, the CDC offers mock interviews, 
cover letter reviewing, career development 
assessments, networking assistance, and career 
coaching. When you’re stuck in a rut and don’t 
know what comes next when applying for jobs, 
the CDC is there to help.
What if you don’t have a resume, or never 
updated the one you had in high school? Missy 
Mulders, Dordt’s Certified Professional Resume 
Writer can help you organize your skills into 
one document. You can schedule a meeting with 
Mulders to start your resume from scratch, or 
begin your own rough draft and she can help 
you edit and organize your resume.
Worldwide, around 8 million students and 
200,000 employers use Handshake. With 
Handshake, employers have the ability to see 
potential workers’ resumes and qualifications. 
Larger companies won’t contact a student 
directly, but students can contact them on their 
own. Businesses like Nike, Google, and Amazon 
are on Handshake, allowing students from tiny 
schools to connect with huge companies.
“It opens up the markets in places we weren’t 
very well represented before,” said Amy 
Westra, Dordt’s Career Center Coordinator. 
“A vast majority of employers were regional. 
Handshake opens us up to positions all around 
the world.”
In the past, students searching for jobs 
in graphic design, theatre, construction 
The art of a Handshake
management and government positions weren’t 
able to locate job opportunities as easily. With 
Handshake, students from all majors will 
be able to find jobs involving their areas of 
expertise.
Handshake doesn’t suggest jobs solely on 
your listed major, though. When activating 
your account, you will be asked a short series 
of questions revolving around your interests, 
schools, abilities, and geographic location. 
This gives Handshake a better idea on where 
you would like to work as far as location, 
atmosphere, and specific branches of study go.
Students can find companies to connect with 
by activating their account and searching in 
Handshake’s feed. You can search by type of 
job, the name of the company, and what location 
you’d prefer to be in.
Most job opportunities are found in Iowa, 
New York, Chicago, and Washington. Jobs 
are listed all over each coast and even in other 
countries. To further narrow down locations 
there is a map on the Handshake website for 
you to better choose what location you would 
like to be in.
Handshake can still be used after graduation. 
Through the Survey section of Handshake, the 
CDC is able to send out the First Destination 
Survey, which checks up on how graduates are 
doing and what they’re up to.
“Handshake has great analytics,” said Westra, 
“rather than us manually counting (the surveys), 
saving us time and maintaining accuracy.” 
If you do not have a Handshake account, 
go to dordt.joinhandshake.com to set it up. 
When you activate your account, you will 
automatically be entered into the CDC’s $100 
gift card drawing if you complete it before 
October 25th. To schedule a meeting with the 
CDC or Missy Mulders, send an email to cdc@
dordt.edu or schedule an appointment on dordt.
joinhandshake.com under the Career Center 
tab.
Sawyer Strelnieks– Staff Writer
This past weekend was an action-packed 
couple of days for Dordt. Campus was hopping 
with friends and family enjoying each other’s 
company. Defender Days was filled with 
sporting events and fellowship. Many alumni 
came back to visit campus and catch up with 
old classmates.
Families drove to Dordt for Defender Days 
from all over. Defender Days is an opportunity 
for families and graduates to see how their sons, 
daughters and friends are adjusting to life in 
Northwest Iowa. For some, it was the first time 
parents had seen their children since they said 
goodbye at the beginning of the school year in 
August. 
“For first-time parents like us, it’s really cool 
getting to know what goes on at Dordt a bit,” 
said Colleen Vanderschee, who was visiting her 
son, Spencer, from Canada. “It gives you a good 
sense of the community here.”
The weekend was packed with enough events 
that it was not physically possible to attend all 
of them. Although Defender Days seems to be 
very sport-oriented, the weekend had something 
for everyone. Here’s a recap of some of the 
other events that went on this past weekend:
Friday, parents arrived on campus and were 
able to attend classes with their children. There 
was a Small Music Festival concert, the Goheen 
Gallup cross country race, a men’s volleyball 
game, the Fall Music Festival band and choir 
concert and a Blades hockey game.
The Small and Fall Music Festivals were quite 
successful, with a sizable crowd that showed 
an ecstatic response to the music the students 
performed.
Defender Day-zed 
“It was good to finally perform in front of 
a live crowd and hear their reactions to our 
performance after months of practicing,” 
freshman Selena Munson said.
Saturday was a full day of sporting events, 
with multiple alumni games in addition to 
regularly scheduled games. Although it was 
dreary outside, Dordt fans were not deterred 
from supporting the teams who played through 
the weather. 
In a hard-fought victory, the football team 
won against Hastings Saturday afternoon. The 
Defenders were down for most of the game, but 
pulled out a victory in double overtime.
Later Saturday afternoon, the Dordt Blades 
took on Augustana. Down 3-5 in the third 
period, the Blades scored three unanswered 
goals, giving them the lead of 6-5 and their 
first victory of the season. Fans called the game 
a “legendary comeback that they wouldn’t 
forget” as they walked out of the arena.
“It was nice getting to see the coaches and 
getting to know the people interacting with your 
kid,” said alum Lenard Vanderschee.
Other events included the Saturday showings 
of the Fall mainstage “A Wrinkle in Time,” as 
well as an organ recital of students and faculty 
members on Saturday morning. Finally, a 
worship service and CD release party for the 
Dordt summer worship band, New City, was 
followed by an ice cream social in the evening. 
Every year during Defender Days, Dordt does 
its best to give families a time to peek into their 
students’ lives and see what they’re up to while 
at school. And this year, after these busy few 
days, most parents and visiting alumni walked 
away pleased by what they found.
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Jenna, just 
married: Be all 
there
· Opinion ·
Lydia Marcus – Staff Writer
Tea is an excellent tradition, especially 
wonderful when it’s served with biscuits or 
cake. One classically English cake is called a 
Victoria Sponge. (As is probably self-evident, 
it’s said to have been a favourite cake of Queen 
Victoria.) About a month into this semester, I 
realized that I hadn’t actually eaten this popular 
dessert yet, so a friend and I set out to remedy 
the situation one Saturday. We walked down 
to the nearest Tesco grocery store to pick up 
ingredients for the cakes, and brought them to 
our community kitchen, located in the basement 
of a Victorian house neighbouring our hall. 
(Pretty appropriate. Of course, the kitchen has 
been refurnished since the Victorian era, though 
you can still see the remains of a massive 
fireplace behind the fridge. The architecture is 
splendid around here. Have I mentioned that 
already?) 
We were only moderately successful in our 
cake-baking. We lacked proper pans, so one 
cake came out weirdly dense and buttery. Even 
if they didn’t come out quite right, we had fun 
baking them and our peers seemed to enjoy 




The cost of 
freedom
His soccer game ends at 7:15 p.m. I beat 
him home, so I fold laundry until he returns. 
Suppertime nears at 8pm and is prepared by one 
of our most beloved appliances, the microwave. 
He has leftover stir-fry and I have leftover pork 
carnitas. He eats at the table while I prepare my 
plate, and then we both sit on the couch while 
I eat mine. He scrolls through Facebook or 
Instagram or something.
I set up camp in our study room, planning to 
be super productive tonight. He does homework 
on a couch in the living room.
He washes the dirty dishes, some of which 
were left over from breakfast – or were they 
from yesterday? Who knows…I’m convinced 
that sometimes they just magically appear.
The last moments before he goes to bed are 
spent spraying WD-40 on all the squeaky door 
hinges in our apartment. I won’t crawl into bed 
until long after he dozes off. I need to finish up 
a PowerPoint and try to squeeze in devotions – 
something I’ve neglected lately.
And now here I sit, joined only by the subtle 
hum of my laptop and a cricket’s constant chirp 
which echoes through the apartment.
My chest feels tight as the heart and lungs 
burn a little. My throat feels constricted. As I 
sit all alone, I want to burst into tears but know 
I shouldn’t overreact. I feel disappointed – or 
maybe underwhelmed?
Is this what I should have anticipated when I 
said “yes,” and then six months later, “I do?”
Married life isn’t playing out like the movie I 
created in my mind – the one I’ve watched over 
and over since the days of dress-up clothes and 
Barbies: The front door swings open. Prince 
Charming stands there, looking all hot and 
masculine after a long day at work. I whip off 
my apron and prance over to give him a kiss. 
He washes up and we sit at the table sharing a 
home-cooked meal, prepared by me, of course. 
We do homework for an hour or so, most of the 
time catching flirty glances across the room like 
back in middle school days. And then we put 
homework on hold because spouses take top 
priority, second only to God.
This is what marriage should be. Or so naïve, 
girlfriend-turned-fiancé-Jenna thought.
Almost three months into marriage, I have 
something to say to my former self: This is 
real life, sweetie. There will be some romantic, 
perfect moments. But more often than not, 
ordinary, everyday tasks will pull you two in 
opposite directions.
A quote from Ann Voskamp’s “One Thousand 
Gifts” speaks to me in this moment: “Wherever 
you are, be all there.”
That quote seems so simple, but it is just the 
opposite. Life is doing everything it can to make 
Voskamp’s challenge impossible. But with 
determination and intentionality, it could be 
life-changing and marriage-sustaining. Conner 
and I are challenged as newlyweds to balance 
out time for school, work, sports, God and each 
other. We haven’t exactly figured it out yet, but 
we’ll get there.
Brad Weber – Staff Writer
Some people tend to idolize America as an 
infallible democracy; I do not subscribe to this 
sort of exceptionalism. 
While I do believe that the American system 
is robust thanks to our constitution and the 
checks and balances it provides, I am still 
wary of government overreach. History has 
shown us that, in times of crisis, republics can 
devolve into tyrannies. The Weimar Republic’s 
transition to the Third Reich, and the Roman 
Republic’s takeover by Julius Caesar, stand 
out as two historical cases; more recently, 
Nicolás Maduro’s stripping of power from the 
Venezuelan National Assembly is also a prime 
example of how democratic governments can 
fail the people.
While I do not personally believe that 
President Trump is on a path to becoming the 
next Hitler, or that the United States is ruled 
by some fascist, white supremacist, capitalist 
patriarchy, I do believe that we are not immune 
to fascism and tyranny. This is not, in my view, 
an immediate threat, but rather a threat to future 
generations. Some people may dismiss this 
belief as conspiratorial, but I would ask: what 
is so unique about America that we alone do not 
need to fear evil coming to power?
So, if it is possible for America to devolve into 
tyranny, what steps can we take to prevent this 
tyranny from arising? To answer this question, 
we must look at the issue in terms of power; 
who do we want to have power, and how do we 
assure they maintain power?
The consensus in the United States is that 
power should be derived from the people. 
We have political institutions, like voting, 
that put power in the hands of the people, 
but, unfortunately, these institutions could be 
suspended by the government if the government 
had the backing of the police and military. At 
that point, the only means of bringing power 
back to the people is armed insurrection; for 
armed insurrection there must be an armed 
population.
When power is in the hands of the people it is 
inevitable that some of those people will abuse 
their power; this is an unfortunate side effect of 
living in an armed society. Of course, reasonable 
steps can be taken to prevent and mitigate these 
abuses in power, but disarming the people is not 
the solution. By disarming the people we give 
government total power, and if the government 
abuses its power the consequences will be far 
graver than an individual abusing his or her 
power.
So, when Hillary Clinton states that an 
Australian-style mandatory gun buy-back 
“would be worth considering,” I have to 
ask if giving up our greatest defense against 
an oppressive government is also worth 
considering. Are we, as Americans, ready to 
take it on faith that we will never need to fight 
back against our government, or will we stand 
for the people having the means to hold the 
government accountable?
Gunning for 
p e r s o n a l 
freedom
Contributed Photo
Ellen Inggrid Dengah – Staff Writer
If you feel inclined to try out this English 
delicacy, here’s the recipe. I’ve converted the 
measurements from grams into American-style 
quantities (e.g. cups and teaspoons), because 
I’m pretty sure kitchen scales are rare on Dordt’s 
campus, and I’m not sure that the chemistry 
department would be especially keen to lend 
you one of their scales for cooking purposes.
Ingredients:
1 cup butter, softened
2 cups of sugar
4 eggs
2 ¼ cups cake flour
1 tablespoon of baking powder
Pinch of salt
2 tablespoons of whole milk
1 cup of heavy whipping cream
3 tablespoons of confectioners’ sugar
¼ cup of raspberry jam
Preheat your oven to 375 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Grease two 8-inch baking pans. (9-inch pans 
would work too, you’d just have to decrease the 
baking time by a few minutes.) Combine butter, 
sugar, and eggs. Then add the flour, baking 
powder, salt, and milk. Don’t over-mix it, but 
do make sure you combine the ingredients 
completely. Put half the batter in one pan, 
and half in the other. Bake them for 18 to 20 
minutes. Once they’re golden brown, take them 
out and let them cool for five minutes before 
taking them out of the pans. Once they are quite 
cool, spread the jam on the top of one layer. 
Beat the whipping cream until it thickens, then 
spread it over the jam layer. Put the second layer 
on top, and serve with some strong black tea.
Recipe adapted from Mary Berry’s.
For one of my art classes last semester, I had 
to dive into the topic of gun violence, including 
Trump’s infamous comment that was said on 
Dordt’s campus about how he would not lose 
a vote even if he was to shoot someone. I 
naively thought that the issue of gun violence 
was irrelevant to Northwest Iowa since most of 
our data came from the city of Chicago. I had 
overlooked the U.S.’s troubling relationship 
with firearms that goes beyond state borders: 
that is, its symbolic and ideological relationship.
I came from a country where guns are held 
exclusively by the military, never civilians; 
an assault rifle in the hand of a civilian does 
as much to make me feel anxious as it does 
to make some Americans feel empowered. 
Here in the U.S, the right to hold firearms as 
a means of independence from the federal 
government (and some debates, as a means of 
self-preservation) is guaranteed by the second 
amendment. Gun owners and the relentless 
civil rights organization called the National 
Rifle Association are fighting for their bestowed 
upon liberty. This liberty to bear arms, though, 
comes at the cost of the first unalienated right 
guaranteed by the U.S constitution—life. 
There have been at least two major mass 
shootings in America since I got here in 2014; 
forty-nine people lost their lives in Orlando, and 
fifty-eight people were killed in Vegas. From 
last year alone, the cost of the people’s right to 
bear arms against its own government was 104 
civilians, who were killed by other civilians. 
There have been no uprisings against federal 
authority, nor did anyone successfully use 
their personal handguns to protect themselves 
against the Orlando or Las Vegas shooters. 
The United States of America is a free country, 
but nothing in life comes free of consequences. 
The U.S. ideology of individual liberty and 
its symbolic manifestation in firearms have 
allowed so many people to take innocent lives 
as well as their own lives. No civilian is ever 
allowed to take another’s life, but this right is 
offered when they are allowed the means to 
do it. The Vegas shooter was guaranteed the 
freedom of equipping himself with 47 firearms 
without accountability. Even if the Vegas 
shooter were to find other legal weapons to kill 
58 people and injured 500 more from the 32nd 
floor hotel room, the finality of gun fatality is 
undeniable.  
Nowhere else does gun fatality carry as much 
weight than in suicide attempts.  Every year, the 
number of deaths by gun suicide outnumbers 
the population of Sioux Center, Orange City, 
and Hawarden combined. Studies after studies 
have brought up the increased risk of suicide 
when a gun is present in the house. Suicide 
represents more than half of gun violence 
deaths; firearms grant power to the people to 
end their lives prematurely, abandoning their 
pursuit of happiness.  
There is no such thing as complete freedom, 
and even the majority of gun owners believe in 
some form of gun regulation. I still do not have 
all of the answers to gun violence, and I’m not 
trying to humiliate anybody who owns a gun. 
I cannot vote on anything while I’m studying 
here, nor do I want to. I’m just hoping that while 
I am here, nobody will use their right to bear 
arms to take away my right to live.
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Caleb Pollema  – Staff Writer
The smells of Thanksgiving dinner filled the 
Commons this past Monday, Oct. 9. Dordt’s 
Dining Services sought to give Dordt’s 
Canadian students a great Thanksgiving meal to 
help minimize their homesickness. 
The Canadian flag flew over the Commons 
as Dordt students waited to partake of this 
delicious meal with friends in a room filled with 
festive Thanksgiving decorations. For freshman 
Matthew Minderhoud, this day is especially 
exciting for him since he calls Canada home.
“It’s a celebration of what we are thankful 
for,” Minderhoud said. “And as a Canadian, 
I’m especially excited because they are serving 
some Canadian delicacies.” 
The menu included autumn harvest rice, 
mashed sweet potatoes, green beans, honey 
dill Parisian carrots, cranberry chicken, pork 
tenderloin, dinner rolls… and poutine. 
Poutine is a traditional Canadian dish with 
which most Americans are not too familiar. To 
many Canadians like Jeremy Van Belle, poutine 
is a must-have at Thanksgiving.
“Poutine is like Quebec’s national food,” 
Van Belle said. “It’s fries and cheese curds and 
gravy and anything else you want to put in it.”
While many of the Canadians that attended 
the dinner were happy to see poutine on the 
menu, some, like freshman Halle Nanninga, 
expressed disappointment that certain other 
typical Canadian Thanksgiving items did not 
make an appearance.
“[We] usually have ham, turkey, chicken—
and steak, even,” Nanninga said. “You go all 
out.”
Even though some students wished there were 
other menu options, others were simply ecstatic 
that this holiday is being regularly celebrated at 
Dordt College. It brought them a small reminder 
of home. For freshman and Canadian citizen 
Emma Bakker, knowing that she wouldn’t be 
home for Canadian Thanksgiving was a mixed 
bag of emotions. 
 “I kind of miss being home,” said Bakker. 
“But not that bad.”
Canadian students not only enjoyed 
the Thanksgiving meal, but also relished 
participating in the kind of activities they carry 
on back home for the holiday. Many Canadian 
families will typically carve pumpkins on 
Thanksgiving, which is a fairly common 
practice within the States as well. 
Like Americans, Canadians will watch both 
football and hockey on Thanksgiving. Many 
Canadian students at Dordt have enjoyed 
watching Canadian Football League (CFL) 
games, as well as their Canadian hockey 
teams in the NHL like the Calgary Flames and 
Edmonton Oilers. 
Many of Dordt’s Canadian students also enjoy 
“ski-doing” on Thanksgiving, which they say is 
like snowmobiling here in the United States. 
But Canadians were not the only ones 
to enjoy the Thanksgiving meal that the 
Commons provided; many Americans and 
other internationals jumped at the opportunity 
for such a feast.  However, a fair number of 
students were puzzled as to why Thanksgiving 
is celebrated on a different day in Canada.
Nanninga explained that Canada is farther 
north so it gets colder earlier, which means that 
the country must harvest its crops earlier in the 
year. To celebrate the harvest, Thanksgiving 
in Canada is celebrated in October instead of 
November. 
Freshman Carter Riphagen, an American 
student, said that having Thanksgiving on a 
different day did not bother him because his 
roommate is from Canada, so he is used to a few 
cultural differences between the two countries.
Still, not all students shared the same 
sentiments as Riphagen; freshman Ivan 
Hoogland firmly disagreed.
“All Thanksgivings need to be on the same 
day,” Hoogland said.
Despite the mixed response, there is no 
doubt that all involved were thankful for an 
opportunity to celebrate Thanksgiving—even if 
it is a month early. 
Stephanie Baccam on figuring, 
finances
Elizabeth Helmkamp  – Staff Writer
Stephanie Baccam recently joined Dordt 
as Executive Director of Finance and Risk 
Management. 
Tell us a little about yourself:
Stephanie Baccam: “I am a 1992 graduate 
of Dordt, and graduated with an accounting 
degree. I’m married, and I have 3 boys. My 
oldest son is a freshman here at Dordt, and my 
second is a freshman in high school, and my 
youngest is a sixth grader. I actually was born 
and raised in Hull.”
How did you end up here at Dordt? 
SB: “I had spent eighteen years working in 
Sioux Center working at interstates companies. 
Sometime in the spring a couple people reached 
out to me. After visiting with my son I was pretty 
excited about being a part of Dordt College, and 
seeing the energy and enthusiasm that the staff 
and faculty have and the commitment that they 
have to seeing the students and institution be 
successful.”
What is it like being a new accountant here? 
SB: “I started mid-August, so I’m still figuring 
things out. I’m fairly new to this role. I guess 
right now my job is to gain an understanding 
of how the finances of the college are set up 
and operating, and make sure that the college 
is utilizing our resources efficiently and with 
proper controls. I’ve enjoyed getting to know 
the people who work here, the staff, the faculty, 
and even some of the students. I love the 
commitment and passion that everyone has for 
this institution and the drive that everyone has 
to see it successful. And this is probably what 
drew me here too, just the opportunity to impact 
students, even if not directly.”
What are some things that you like to do 
outside of work? 
SB: “As a mom of three fairly busy boys, 
most of my free time is spent attending their 
activities. My husband and I are also youth 
group leaders at our church. When we do have 
free time our family likes to get out and explore, 
we like to hike and explore new areas within 
northwestern Iowa, the tristate area. It doesn’t 
happen near as often as what it used to.”
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When in Iowa, do as the 
Canadians do
Janelle Cammenga  – Staff Writer
Core 286, taught by Professor Walker 
Cosgrove and Professor Joshua Matthews, is 
more than a not-so-simple study of the great 
writers of the Italian renaissance. 
In January, the students will be traveling to 
Florence, Italy, in order to allow them to visit 
and experience the ideas and culture they are 
learning about from the classics in class. They 
will spend Jan. 4-8 touring Florence, staying 
together as a group in the mornings but letting 
students roam for the rest of the time. The class 
plans to visit a monastery and stay at an inn run 
by Italian nuns.
But it’s not all traveling and adventure. So far, 
they’ve spent most of their semester reading 
through Dante’s Divine Comedy, a difficult 
work full of discussion items.
“Without insights from Cosgrove and 
Matthews,” senior Alex Rexford said, “I and 
the entire class would have been very lost and 
confused.”
And Dante is just the beginning.
“The class is on some of the most important 
writer and artists in Western Civilization—
and perhaps in world history,” Matthews 
said. Core 286 will be covering Leonardo, 
Michelangelo, Raphael (“Not the ninja turtles”) 
and Machiavelli, just to name a few.
Neither Matthews nor Cosgrove have co-
taught a class before. 
“It’s a fun experience,” Matthews said. “We 
can rely more on each other—in some ways, 
it feels like less work than teaching a normal 
class—and we are learning to play off each 
other.”
Students seem to be enjoying themselves just 
as much as the professors.
“Honestly, this is one of my favorite classes I 
have ever taken,” Rexford said. She cites small 
class size and open discussion as important 
factors. “Plus, having two professors who are 
friends teach this class is often hilarious!”
The original idea came was born when 
Matthews and Cosgrove first met. When they 
realized they had both studied and written 
on Dante, the idea started growing. In 2015, 
the concept picked up momentum when both 
men went to a week-long seminar on Dante 
at Sanford University. Afterward, the other 
professors at the seminar invited them on their 
class trip to Italy, so they could observe how 
teaching would work on the trip.
“From there, we figured out what the scope of 
the class could be,” Matthews said, “and how a 
trip to Florence, Italy, could help augment what 
students might learn in the classroom.”
Core 286 will likely be offered again in the 
fall of 2019.
Read the classics, live the 
classics
Emma Stoltzfus– Staff Writer
Off-campus on campus
On Tuesday night, Oct. 10, the lights of 55th 
were turned down low. Several students sang, 
played piano and strummed guitars on the small 
stage while others sipped international coffee 
and worked on homework. The event continued 
upstairs into Kuyper Loft, where students 
talked across tables decorated with posters and 
displays. Representatives from various off-
campus study programs gave out flyers, stories, 
and snacks. All this was due to the Students 
Without Borders (SWB) Club, who hosted an 
international coffeehouse and off-campus study 
fair last week Tuesday.
Part of the event focused on the opportunities 
for Dordt and students of nearby colleges to 
study abroad. Through Dordt study abroad 
programs, students can travel and live all over 
the world for a semester or just a few weeks of 
a summer. The three main programs include the 
SPICE program in the Netherlands (a popular 
choice among Dordt students who trace their 
family history there), a semester-long stay with 
the SPIN program in Nicaragua and the Council 
of Christian Colleges and Universities’ (CCCU) 
many offered programs at diverse locations 
(including Australia, Washington D.C., Oxford 
and more). With additional programs offering 
locations like Zambia, Korea and Omar, Dordt 
students have a wide variety of sites in which to 
study for a semester.
Many of the programs have the eligibility 
requirements of a certain GPA, good standing 
both in and out of class, and an academic 
standing of sophomore or above.
Studying off-campus, even if students stay 
within the US, is a unique and educational 
opportunity. Each program has different 
locations, courses, and living arrangements. 
Some students stay with host families, while 
others stay in dorms or apartments. Some 
programs are specifically focused on certain 
courses of study, such as CCCU’s Washington 
D.C. for students interested in politics, and the 
journalism program in New York City. 
Dordt-awarded financial aid can be transferred 
in-part to certain programs. According to 
Dordt’s off-campus study page, most of the 
programs’ sticker prices are even cheaper than a 
semester at Dordt. Depending on the program, 
there are also various additional expenses such 
as insurance, airfare, textbooks and food.
“It’s a great experience,” said Emily, one of 
the SPICE representatives. “And you might 
not have this chance outside school, since after 
school you might not have the money or time.”
CCCU’s display was covered in colorful 
banners and Instagram-worthy flyers for each of 
their ten locations, while tables for SPICE and 
Zambia were giving out brownies and cookies 
to interested students.
Senior Danny Mooers sat behind the New York 
City Journalism program to talk about his own 
experience there for a semester. Mentioning that 
he had listened to speakers from the Wall Street 
Journal, Buzzfeed and Snapchat, Mooers said 
he liked being able to walk to many interesting 
locations nearby in the city. 
“The best part of it is being able to walk 
around the city and see all these crazy things; 
there’s something new every day.” 
Students can learn more about studying 
abroad for a semester by picking up a flyer, 
contacting Rebecca Tervo to start the approval 
process, checking out Dordt’s off-campus study 
page or asking an upperclassman who’s been on 
such a program before.
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Caleb Pollema– Staff Writer
Jason Seeley started playing soccer when he 
was 4 years old on a team his mom coached 
and now he wears #19 for the Defender men’s 
soccer team.
Seeley is a senior biomedical engineering 
major from Golden, Colorado. As a team 
captain and midfielder, he has played in 14 
games this year. 
Q: What sports did you play throughout high 
school?
JS: The only sport I played in high school was 
soccer. Between high school and club teams, I 
would be playing year ‘round so I never really 
considered playing another sport.
Q: What has been your favorite memory 
playing soccer here at Dordt?
JS: I’d say my favorite memory was probably 
our regular-season match against Hastings last 
year. We competed extremely well and were 
tied 1-1 after regulation. We lost in extra time, 
but being able to play the way we did was still 
very satisfying. Of course Hastings ended up 
winning nationals, but I think we were the only 
team to force them into extra time last year.
Q: Why did you come to Dordt?
JS: It just ended up being the right fit. I never 
wanted to go to a very big school. I also wanted 
to be able to play soccer and get a biomedical 
engineering degree, which isn’t offered at a lot 
of small Christian colleges. I looked at a lot of 
schools before deciding on Dordt. Unlike many 
Dordt students, I have no familial connections 
with Dordt and knew nothing about the 
Reformed denomination before coming, so it 
was a pretty big adjustment.
Q: What athletes did you look up to growing 
up?
JS: Ever since I can remember, I have been 
a big fan of FC Barcelona. As a result, most of 
the athletes I looked up to played for Barcelona. 
I was a big fan of Ronaldinho when I was 
really young. I even remember dressing up as 
him for Halloween. More recently, the players 
I have looked up to the most have been Xavi 
Hernández, Andrés Iniesta and Lionel Messi.
Q: What are your personal goals for the 
season?
JS: I don’t have too many personal goals. I 
just want to be able to play as much as possible 
and help the team succeed. It’s hard to realize 
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there are only a few matches left in my soccer 
career, since it’s pretty much the only thing I’ve 
cared about for the last 17 years.
Q: What are your goals as a team for this 
season?
JS: One of our team goals has always been to 
make the playoffs. I think we would all like to 
see us finish in the top four, which would ensure 
a home game in the first round of playoffs. That 
goal may be out of reach for this season, but 
it is something we have strived for every year. 
Additionally, the team is young, so giving 
the younger players experience and mental 
discipline is very important.
Q: What hobbies do you have?
JS: When not playing soccer, I usually spend 
my time hanging out with friends, playing 
video games or watching Netflix. When I’m 
back home, I try to go skiing or hiking as 
much as possible. I also like reading and going 
to sporting events like Colorado Rapids or 
Colorado Rockies games.
Q: What are your plans after college?
JS: I’m hoping to go to medical school and 
become a doctor or surgeon. After graduation, 
I’ll probably return to Colorado and work for a 
year or travel before going to medical school. 
A lot of schools like to see work experience, 
so a gap year could prove beneficial in the 
application process. If I like work enough, I 
may also decide to forgo medical school and 
continue working as an engineer.
Joshua Meribole– Staff Writer
Golf: swinging, strategy, aiming, calculating 
and judging the Northwest Iowa wind to make 
the shot. 
On Oct. 9 and 10, the Dordt College women’s 
golf team competed in the GPAC tournament 
at The Bluffs in Vermillion, South Dakota. The 
team finished 10th out of 11 teams. The GPAC 
tournament will continue at the end of April 
when the team plays another 36 holes at Quail 
Run in Columbus, Nebraska.
“Historically, we have been number 11 in 
the conference, the last place team, so we 
have moved up a little bit,” head coach Mark 
Christians said. 
“Golf can be a very frustrating sport,” said 
junior Autumn Vos. “You can have a good day 
and do very well and you can go back the next 
day and do awful. But those few shots that are 
good make you want to go back and improve 
and do it over and over again.”
Although ranking 10th, the women’s golf 
team looks forward to improvement when the 
GPAC Championship resumes next spring.
“The good thing about our team is that we 
are quite young,” Christians said. “The two top 
players at the women’s fall golf season were 
Alyssa Fedders and Erin Olsen; they are both 
sophomores.”
Fedders shot an average of 85 and Erin Olsen 
had an average of 90 on the season.
The team has a total of 10 players and none of 
them are seniors, so they will retain their whole 
team after this season.
In one of their meets this fall season, the 
women’s golf team broke the previous record of 
351 by shooting a total of 348 at Two Rivers 
Golf Club in Sioux City, Iowa. The score of 348 
is the combination of strokes from four out of 
five golfers that play in a meet. 
“We all played well that day and we ended up 
beating the school record,” Vos said.
Christians is hoping the women finish the 
spring season ranked eighth.
 “Collectively, we have a great team of girls,” 
Christians said. “They get along well, they 
practice hard. They’re passionate about golf 
[which] is what you have to have on a team.” 
For a golfer to get better, Christians says the 
key is repetition, competition and observing. 
The Dordt team practices Monday through 
Friday and players put in an average of 12 to 
16 hours of practice a week on the Ridge Golf 
Club.
Women’s golf breaks record
Clarissa Kraayenbrink– Staff Writer
The Dordt College football team is defying 
odds.
Last Saturday, Oct. 14, Dordt hosted the 
19th-ranked Hastings Broncos. In front of the 
Defender Days crowd, the Defenders downed 
the Broncos 30-23 in double overtime. Dordt 
defeated 12th-ranked Doane 21-16 the previous 
week on the tiger’s home turf.
Head coach Joel Penner teaches the team 
about being circumstance-proof, meaning that 
it doesn’t matter what is thrown at them, they 
need to be able to overcome. Pelot said that 
overtime was an example of that.
“We’ve been through hard times,” said senior 
offensive lineman Aaron Alegria. “Because of 
those hard times, a win like this matters a lot.”
Dordt scored on the Broncos early in the first 
quarter when sophomore slot receiver Levi 
Jungling found the end zone for six points on a 
carry. Dordt attempted a two-point conversion 
after Jungling’s touchdown, but were unable to 
convert.
The Broncos answered less than two minutes 
later with a touchdown pass from quarterback 
Anthony Cloyd to wide receiver Rashaad 
Shamburger. Hastings kicked an extra point to 
take the lead 7-6 at the end of the first quarter.
Jungling caught an 88-yard pass from junior 
quarterback Brock Lamle at the beginning of the 
second quarter and ran it the rest of the way in 
for a touchdown. Dordt attempted their second 
two-point conversion after this touchdown that 
was also no good.
Hastings running back Tahj Willingham 
scored the next two touchdowns for the Broncos 
in the second and third quarters, respectively. 
The extra-point attempt after Willingham’s first 
score was unsuccessful and the score was 13-12 
in favor of the Broncos heading into halftime.
Dordt’s successful two-point conversion 
came after sophomore tight end Jake Dodge ran 
in a three-yard pass from Lamle in the fourth 
quarter. After the touchdown, the Defenders 
decided to go for two points even after their 
first two two-point conversion attempts failed. 
Lamle received the snap and ran the ball in 
Football downs Hastings, beating ranked team again
himself, tying the score at 20-20 with just under 
10 minutes left in the game.
Hastings then pushed the ball into Dordt’s 
territory and attempted a field goal that was 
no good. Dordt got the ball back, and, on 
a potential game-winning pass, Hastings 
intercepted the throw in the end zone. Hastings 
started a drive that ended in another failed field 
goal, and neither team scored in the remainder 
of regulation.
Hastings started the first overtime with the 
ball and their drive ended in a 40-yard field goal 
from kicker Alex Stogdill. The Defenders got 
the ball back and needed a touchdown. Junior 
running back Keithen Drury took most of the 
carries in this overtime period, and all of the 
Defenders’ attempts at a touchdown failed. 
They had to settle for a 22-yard field goal from 
junior kicker Jeff Paepke, which sent the game 
into another overtime period.
Dordt had the first possession of the second 
overtime and began their drive. After four 
carries by sophomore running back Levi 
Schoonhoven, Lamle took the ball and ran just 
short of the end zone. Schoonhoven then got to 
finish what he started by running the ball one 
yard for a touchdown on the next play. Paepke’s 
extra-point kick was good.
The Broncos got the ball back to try to answer 
Dordt’s touchdown, but every attempt came up 
short. The end of the game came when Broncos 
wide receiver Noah Housh dropped a pass 
from Cloyd on fourth down, and the Defenders 
were finally able to celebrate their hard-fought 
homecoming win.
“We were confident and had great trust in 
our defense’s ability to get a stop, our kicker to 
make the kick and our offense to score,” senior 
center Griffin Pelot said of the double overtime 
game. “It was amazing to get a hard-fought 
victory knowing how many people were a part 
of it.”
By the numbers: Lamle was 7-12 with 154 
passing yards, Drury had 204 rushing yards 
in 29 carries, Jungling had four receptions for 



















      Kraayenbrink
A&E Editor:
Janelle Cammenga

















· Arts & Entertainment ·
Photos by: Lucus Simonson
More than just “A Wrinkle” in time
Ashley Huizinga– Staff Writer
Inspiration usually comes during work, rather 
than before it. So said Madeleine L’Engle, who 
probably completed her fair share of academic 
essays and articles the day before they were 
due. To be fair, however, her acclaimed novel 
“A Wrinkle in Time,” the inspiration for this 
semester’s Theater Department production, was 
probably not finished the night before it was 
due.
The Fall mainstage production of “A Wrinkle 
in Time” opened with a flourish last Thursday 
evening, Oct. 12, to a modest crowd of parents, 
alumni, and community members. After being 
seated with panache by one of three ushers in 
the darkened Tepaske Theater, attendees settled 
in for a few hours of fantasy, imagination, and 
costume designs that would surprise you. 
The show begins with a flash of light from 
stage right. “IT,” read the white letters imprinted 
on the black screen, silhouetting actors and 
actresses alike. 
“DARK.” “NIGHT.” 
“IT WAS A DARK AND STORMY NIGHT.”
Included in the audience members was one 
Dan Gibson, who remembers writing for the 
Diamond as a former Dordt student, more than 
40 years ago.
“I’m here because of Lucy Shaw, a poet friend 
Ben Kuiper – Contributing Writer
“You’ve never seen a miracle.” 
Dave Bautista’s line to Ryan Gosling in the 
opening scene of Bladerunner 2049 resounds 
throughout the rest of the film. As Officer K. 
(Gosling) unravels the mysteries of the world 
and his own existence, the audience witnesses 
miracles of cinematography, acting, writing, 
special effects and virtually every other aspect 
of filmmaking. 
The film is a late-made follow-up to the 1982 
Neo-Noir Bladerunner, and 2049 is meant to 
take place thirty years after the events of the 
original. Set in a world inhabited by humans 
and synthetic “replicants,” side by side, tensions 
are just as high as ever between human beings 
and their artificial counterparts. Replicants are 
used as an expendable, exploitable workforce, 
inviting comparisons to the abuse of slaves 
which many civilizations have hidden in their 
history. 
Personally, I was not a huge fan of the original 
film for some relatively minor reasons, but I 
found 2049 to be an absolute triumph. Ryan 
Gosling is subtle but dazzling as always, 
Roger Deakins delivers shot after shot of jaw-
dropping cinematography, the story is nuanced 
but comprehensible, and Denis Villeneuve 
knocks it out the park as director. 
One potential issue that the film faces is trying 
to acclimate audiences to its ponderous pacing. 
Where many other Sci-Fi films go for breakneck 
speed and hectic editing, 2049 prefers to let 
viewers marinate in the moment, dragging out 
climactic moments from ten seconds to twenty, 
thirty, sometimes even a full sixty seconds. 
Pondering over “Bladerunner 2049”
There are a few high-intensity moments where 
the film operates more like a traditional action 
film, but they are few and far between and rarely 
last more than a few seconds. It’s definitely an 
exhausting film to watch, but each moment is so 
packed with technical excellence and cinematic 
weight that it’s worth all of the nearly three-
hour runtime. 
Despite glowing critic reviews and the 
dedicated fans of the first film, 2049 had a 
disappointing opening weekend at the box 
office. With its obscene $155 million dollar 
budget, the film has only earned back $60 
million in the past ten days, a critical period 
for blockbuster films to earn back a majority 
of their budget. For comparison, It earned $123 
million in its opening weekend alone, multiple 
times more than its $35 million budget. 
Numbers aside, Bladerunner 2049 didn’t get 
the mass audience appeal required for big-
budget, high-brow movies like it to survive. 
Artistically, it was a victory for quality cinema. 
Financially, it might be awhile before we see 
such an ambitious project again. 
Bladerunner 2049 cannot be recommended 
highly enough. Even with its slow, deliberate 
pacing, the film still grabs your attention in a 
deep, philosophical way that very few other 
blockbusters can. On top of that, the production 
design makes every frame a delightful work of 
art. If you have time this weekend, grab some 
friends, buy some popcorn, go to your local 
movie theater, and check this film out. You may 
come out questioning your entire existence, but 
hey, you got to see Harrison Ford punch Ryan 
Gosling to the soundtrack of an Elvis song. 
What more could you want?
of mine [who was] a good friend of Madeleine 
L’Engle,” said Gibson. “I saw the name 
L’Engle, that’s a pretty big deal, so I thought I’d 
check it out.”
“Wrinkle” tells Madeleine L’Engle’s original 
story of Meg and Charles Wallace Murry, who 
hunt for their mysteriously missing father 
through time and space under the direction of 
three former stars (yes, the celestial beings) 
named Mrs. Whatsit (senior Erica Liddle), Mrs. 
Who (senior Alex Rexford), and Mrs. Which 
(senior Annie Sears).
“It was probably the most ACTF-like thing 
[Dordt’s] ever done,” said theater alum Eliana 
Radde, who traveled from Minnesota with 
husband Logan Radde to see the Saturday 
evening showing for Defender Days. “Just 
crazy, and dramatic, and theatrical.” 
The full cast was comprised of 10 students. 
Each student performs in at least two roles (one 
primary role, in addition to serving as their 
own extras), plus a sizable production team and 
technical crew. However, even in the midst of 
such a group, Director Teresa Terhaar provided 
opportunities for each student to make his or her 
presence known.
Sophomore Aiden Bender (Calvin O’Keefe) 
imitating a barking dog and Liddle mimicking a 
squawking crow were just a few of many 
Continued on page 8
Emma Stoltzfus– Staff Writer
Halloween is creeping closer and closer… 
and so is Dordt’s annual Costume Dance. On 
Oct. 28, at 9pm in the Campus Center, Student 
Activities is inviting students to take part in a 
night of costumes, contests and fun.
The costume contest categories include best 
group costume, best individual costume and 
most creative costume. It has yet to be released 
what the contest prizes are, but previous dances 
have bestowed buckets of candy upon the 
winners. 
While students can make their own costumes, 
those pressed for time this semester can rent 
from the costume shop. 
Senior Aaron Radtke, who works in the 
student-run costume shop, estimates that the 
1,500-square-foot room contains well over two 
thousand different costume pieces.
The offered assortment includes colonial 
jackets, wigs, uniforms, dresses, belts, crowns 
and everything in-between. Depending on the 
specific piece, prices range from $1 to $15 with 
a refundable deposit of $10 if the costume is 
Prepping for the Costume Dance 
returned within two weeks.
The collection of costumes has grown 
over the years through various Dordt theatre 
productions, the hard work of students and 
donations from the community. 
The costume shop is located down the set 
of stairs next to the theatre pod. According to 
the Dordt website, it will continue to be open 
this fall semester at 2-5pm on Mondays and 
Thursdays, and 2-4:30pm on Fridays until Dec. 
15.
Groups of six students or more must make an 
appointment with the shop.
Whether the costumes are made by the 
students themselves or rented from the shop, 
expectations are high for creativity and fun at 
the Costume Dance.
Derek Buteyn—Director of Residence Life—
said his favorite costume last year was one 
done of Bob Ross from the PBS show The Joy 
of Painting.
[This year’s Dance,] I think it will be a really 
great time,” Buteyn said. “We’re looking 
forward to what students come up with 
costume-wise.”
Ashley Huizinga – Staff Writer
Last Friday, Oct. 13, Dordt was packed with 
parents, alumni and students trying to attend as 
many events as possible during Defender Days. 
But around 3:00p.m., people entering the B.J. 
Haan were given a reprieve from the business 
of campus by watching three small Dordt 
ensembles perform for the annual Small Music 
Festival. A few hundred people turned out to 
see the Bella Voce choir, Kantorei choir and the 
Jazz Band that afternoon. 
Bella Voce opened the concert with a 
Mendelssohn piece from the larger work 
“Elijah.” They transitioned to a faster piece 
called “A Girl’s Garden” that challenged diction 
and pronunciation. Finally, the women’s choir 
finished their 4-piece set with a choral rendition 
of Frank Sinatra’s “Fly Me to the Moon.” 
Bella Voce then yielded the stage to Kantorei, 
who began with a selection from 1631 which 
has the distinction of being the earliest choral 
piece printed in the New World. One favorite 
of the four Kantorei pieces was “Embraceable 
You,” by George Gershwin, which left the 
audience and other choirs guessing: Is it a 
lullaby? Is it a love song?
It was new music professor Ryan Smit’s first 
Dordt concert as a conductor. 
“It was so much fun to see students up on stage 
having a blast with such fun music,” said Music 
professor John MacInnis. “‘A Girl’s Garden’ 
simply sparkled and ‘Fly Me to the Moon’ is 
always just perfect.”
The Jazz Band brought the Small Music 
Festival to a close with a multitude of student 
solos throughout their 4-piece set. Soloists 
included sophomores Matt Van Holland 
(trombone) and Jazmin Mendieta (guitar), 
juniors Nicholas Mills (tenor sax) and Zach 
Steensma (baritone sax), and seniors Mary 
VanWyk (alto sax), Daniel Amin (piano), and 
Micah Tjeerdsma (guitar).
Although there was a moment of confusion for 
the ensemble when director Kevin Linder forgot 
the order of music (which he quickly admitted to 
the audience with all his characteristic charm), 
the switch was easily forgiven and forgotten 
amid the jazzy, upbeat strains of brass, piano, 
guitar, and others.
Later that evening, the Fall Music Festival 
provided Defender Days attendees with more 
entertainment. 
The Campus-Community Band opened 
the event with a 3-piece set. It included a 
“Meditation” on “Poor Wayfaring Stranger” 
and an energetic Japanese song titled “Yagi-
Bushi.” 
Next, Chamber Orchestra took the stage 
to perform a suite on Old English songs and 
a pairing of a folk tune and a fiddle piece. 
The around 600 attendees offered generous 
applause after each work (even when they 
Gongs, guitars, and choirs
weren’t supposed to), but the audience favorite 
of the set appeared to be “Folk Tune Air” and 
“Fiddler’s Fury.” Throughout, it wasn’t hard to 
imagine dancers in barefeet and medieval-era 
dresses bowing to each other and kicking up 
their heels to the lively piece in the empty side 
of stage left.
Concert Band performed 3 pieces, starting 
with “Esprit de Corps,” featuring strains of the 
“Marines” song and three piccolo players. The 
final piece of the set was titled “Play!” This 
New Orleans’ take on “Come Thou Fount” set 
audience and band members, especially senior 
trumpet Karissa Van Surksum, bobbing and 
tapping along to the rhythm. 
The gong (which had been tantalizingly left in 
the back of the stage since Campus-Community 
Band’s set) was finally put to use by junior 
percussionist Ellie Koerner for “Esprit de 
Corps” and “Play!” 
“The whole [concert] was extravagant,” said 
junior Evelyn Reinders. “Probably my favorite 
way to spend a Friday night.”
After an intermission and offering while the 
stage was reset, the new Music professor and 
choral conductor Ryan Smit took the stage for 
Chorale, Concert Choir, and a Combined Choir 
performance.
Chorale’s “He Never Failed Me Yet,” which 
the choir had performed earlier that day at 
the Friday chapel was also a crowd favorite. 
Freshman Worship Arts major Damon Groen 
offered a colorful, climbing solo to the beat set 
by junior Marcus Zevenbergen on drums and 
senior Caleb Smith on bass. 
“They definitely sprinkle some soul in the 
water at Prinsburg,” said alum Brian Bonnema.
The song wasn’t necessarily a daring choice - 
Dordt choir have certainly done spirituals 
Continued on page 8
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Zachary Sanford  – Staff Writer
A savage game of skill and occasional luck. 
Come, if you dare, to challenge yourself to duel 
on the table with your paddle skills. Can you 
‘handle’ the spin, control and speed?
If you answer ‘yes’ to any of these, you should 
consider joining the ping-pong club.
The Ping-Pong Club meets on Fridays at 7:30 
p.m. in the lower floor of the Campus Center 
next to the Grille. They set up one or two tables 
where students can come to play friendly games 
of table tennis. Students are often up late on 
Fridays, playing a relaxing (or competitive) 
game of ping-pong and it can be a great way to 
spend an evening.
“It’s not about a matter of skill, but of fun,” 
said club president Heath Brower. “You don’t 
have to be serious.”
 Brower – a junior – plays with backspin and 
technique, but is happy to see players of any 
skill.
“We have people of all levels and it’s supposed 
to be really fun,” Brower said. “You can play 
and learn all the same.”
Club meetings last about two hours, but some 
players stay until they’re out of breath and have 
to call it a night. This sometimes takes until the 
early hours of the morning. The sound of ping-
pong balls hitting the tables, paddles and walls 
echoes throughout the Campus Center.
“People play with spin and wicked backhand 
and forehand,” said club member Ryan Feauto, 
who plays with a strong spin himself.
The club currently has between six and eight 
members. There is no membership price, 
and plenty of paddles and balls to go around. 
However, if you happen to have access to a 
paddle, it is encouraged that you bring it along.
Nobody in the ping-pong club is Forrest 
Gump level, but everybody can say they have 
a fun time.
It takes two to table tennis
“A Wrinkle” (cont.)
Continued from page 7
memorable moments throughout the show. 
Senior Annie Sears’ interpretative dancing for 
each of her lines of dialogue was eye-catching 
and whimsical, while freshman Damon Groen 
(Charles Wallace Murry) hushed the audience 
with his dynamic and eerie cackling in the last 
act. As the kid brother of the main protagonist, 
Groen put on a show for his first Dordt Theater 
performance. So too did sophomore Josh Zietze 
(with just the right amount of smirk), who 
served as the brain of the evil outfit on the dark 
planet of Camazotz. 
Junior Tommy Shin was quite the intimidating 
figure in tailcoat and black lipstick. And senior 
Ben Kuiper somehow remained in perfect 
character, even just walking off the stage as he 
does in the second half. 
“[This show] brings you to another place,” 
an audience member said. “It’s imaginative. 
There’s the creepy sounds, and the eerie 
whistling [in the opening scene]. You have to 
imagine they’re other people, and then they’re 
there, and then they’re not.” 
But theater isn’t all fun and games. Each 
cast member dove into their roles headfirst, 
particularly Bender and sophomore Katelyn 
Baljeu (Meg Murry), who make good use of 
skills learned in Stage Combat class to leap, 
fall, and undergo frequent seizures from one 
corner of the stage to the other. 
“I think I’ve shed blood at every showing so 
far,” said junior Janelle Cammenga, who plays 
Mrs. Murry. “I just keep banging against stuff 
and bruising up my shins and whatever.” 
The sound design and stage design were 
surprisingly minimal. Small details like the fact 
that the Camazotz cloaks mirror the set pieces 
managed to bring costume and stage design 
together. 
The flashes of light and monotone speeches 
of the full cast repeating lines simultaneously 
during the tesseract scenes were just eerie 
enough to lend an atmosphere to the production.
While the show moved a little slower than 
previous Dordt Theater Arts productions, 
“Wrinkle” took its time developing plot and 
schematics, a necessary intervention in a play 
adaptation drawn from a 3-book series with 
no more than 2 hours to hit on everything 
significant. 
“A Wrinkle in Time” was a good time, and 
I’d recommend attending one of the showings 
this weekend if only to hear Shin pronounce 
“cookies” and “corridor” (both of which were 
also great parts of a pretty fun show). It’s 
absolutely like no Dordt production you’ve ever 
seen before, or ever will see again.
“A Wrinkle in Time” will continue showing 
in Tepaske Theater this Thursday, Oct. 19, at 
7:30p.m.; this Friday, Oct. 20, at 7:30p.m.; and 
this Saturday, Oct. 21, at 7:30p.m.
Tess Hemmila  – Staff Writer
Three new off-campus programs have 
recently been added to Dordt’s massive pool of 
options for studying abroad. The new programs 
available are: Scotland, Lithuania and Northern 
Ireland. All of the programs will be available to 
Dordt students in upcoming semesters.
The semester in Scotland is run through 
Geneva College, a Christian school located in 
Pennsylvania. During their time in Scotland, 
students take a wide variety of courses. Many 
of the courses examine Christianity and how it 
relates to Scotland. Semester in Scotland is great 
for students of any major, but caters especially 
to theology and history majors because of the 
emphasis on Christianity and its rich history in 
Scotland. Students can apply now for the Fall 
semester of 2018.
 Study Abroad Lithuania is made possible 
by a partnership with Lithuania Christian 
College in Klaipeda. Because this program is 
run through a college in the country, there are 
a wide variety of areas of study and courses 
available to Dordt students while studying 
abroad there. This is a unique experience for 
all students because it is easily compatible with 
an array of majors. While staying in Lithuania, 
students live with other international students in 
dorms on campus, allowing for a diverse dorm 
experience. Applications for the Fall semester 
of 2018 are due in March.
 Northern Ireland Semester is run by the 
Council of Christian Colleges & Universities 
(CCCU) BestSemester program. Students on 
this trip will be immersed in life in Belfast. As 
the capital of Northern Ireland, Belfast is rich 
with opportunities for exploration and valuable 
learning outside of the classroom. This trip 
offers a curriculum of well-rounded courses 
that make the semester beneficial for students 
of any major. This diverse range of classes work 
well with majors in the humanities and arts. 
Applications for the Spring semester are being 
accepted until Nov. 1. 
 “Just from the sound of it, the Northern 
Ireland Semester seems incredible,” said Joel 
Kostelyk, a junior and student ambassador for 
CCCU. “The living arrangements are going to 
be amazing and throughout the semester there’s 
going to be a lot of traveling.”
 Studying abroad is a rewarding option 
for many students, allowing them to be 
independent, broadening their view of the 
world, and providing experience living in 
other cultures. These opportunities are most 
beneficial for students interested in learning 
more about other countries and cultures.
An added perk of studying off-campus is that 
some students are able to further their careers 
and job prospects for after college. Along with 
making new friends, students can make useful 
connections and gain valuable experience in 
their field while participating in these programs. 
It is not uncommon for students to make 
connections with companies and people that 
allow them to obtain jobs after graduation.
 “Studying abroad is an incredible 
opportunity to further your studies off-campus,” 
said Rebecca Tervo, coordinator of off-campus 
programs. “There’s something about being in a 
new place and learning while in another culture 
that is so profound and unique.”
New options for study abroad
Gongs, guitars and choirs (cont.)
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before - but Smit’s decision to jazz up the 
performance with making the choir sway and 
clap was unexpected. Cream robes flapping, 
the Chorale held out until the cut-off, at which 
point the audience responded with energetic 
applause.
Concert Choir was the last large ensemble 
of the evening. The first two songs, “Song of 
Triumph” by Dale Grotenhuis and “When I 
Survey the Wondrous Cross” by Benjamin 
Kornelis, were announced as a way to honor the 
legacy of the two previous choir conductors at 
Dordt. Next in the line-up was “Due North,” a 
3-part homage to Smit’s Pacific Northwest.
“We cut out one of the four sections,” said 
sophomore Joshua Dorsett, “but that one 
was a lot like ‘Woodpecker’ - atmospheric, 
forest-y…”
After a solo by junior Kaylee Dykstra to 
“My Jesus I Love Thee,” Smit announced 
the final Concert Choir piece. “Lambscapes” 
demonstrated a brilliant take on the old familiar 
tune “Mary Had a Little Lamb” - including a 
sheepish solo by junior Daniel Seaman and an 
operatic male quartet. 
The final Combined spiritual, “Daniel,” 
ended the event on a high note, calling for an 
enthusiastic standing ovation for conductor, 
choirs, and accompanists. Even (or maybe 
especially) with “the new guy” choir conductor, 
both Small and Fall Music Festivals went off 
without a hitch. The instrumental ensembles 
shone, and all choirs succeeded in setting a new 
kind of choral precedent for years to come. 
Photos by: Lucus Simonson
